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Carlos Ruiz Zafón (Barcelona, 1964) worked in the world of publicity before dedicating himself entirely to literature. In 1993 he won the Edebé Children’s Literature Award with his first novel, El príncipe de la niebla, which was quickly given recognition by younger readers, and which was followed by El Palacio de la Medianoche, Las Luces de septiembre and Marina, for young readers.  His first novel for adults, L'ombra del vent (La sombra del viento), was published in 2001, after having been a finalist for the Fernando Lara Novel Award in 2000. 

L'ombra del vent has been published in thirty languages and has sold one and a half million copies around the world.  It is a literary mystery set in Barcelona during the first half of the 20th century, from the final days of the splendour of Modernisme to the darkness of the post-war period. Combining the techniques of a thriller, a historical novel, and a comedy of manners, it is above all a tragic love story, the echo of which is projected through time.  With great narrative force, the author weaves twists of the plot and puzzles, like Russian dolls, into an unforgettable story about the secrets of the heart and the enchantment of books. 
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