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Xavier Rubert de Ventós (1939) is a professor of Aesthetics at the Barcelona School of Architecture, Santayana Fellow at Harvard University, and founding member of the New York Institute for the Humanities. He has been a member of parliament in the Spanish and European parliaments.


He has written extensively on philosophy, ethics, and aesthetics.  His intellectual activity first achieved notoriety with the publication of the essays El arte ensimismado (1963) and Teoría de la sensibilidad (1968), which were warmly received, although they broke with the dominant theoretical approaches in Spanish culture at the time, which were aligned with various currents of Marxism and the reception of the trends that were in vogue in the francophone cultural world. 

A prolific writer, he has published texts of various kinds, showing his nonconformity with the orthodox philosophical tradition, and which range from essay to aphorism, personal diaries, or historical analysis. During recent years, he has written his reflections on political subjects (El laberinto de la hispanidad, El cortesà i el seu fantasma, Nacionalismos, Catalunya: de la Identitat a la Independència). 

He has won the Lletra d’Or Award for Catalan literature and the Anagrama essay, Espejo de Espanya, and the Josep Pla Awards. 
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